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Dear Mark 
 
We met at the Welsh Government Office at the RWAS in July. Yesterday, we saw on the Senedd video 

link that you had reinforced your government’s commitment to introducing regulations to control 

agricultural pollution. Our purpose in writing is to let you know how very supportive we are of that and 

at the same time pass on some of what my Trusts have learned about the current situation in Wales 

and why our rivers, fisheries and the income from them, are in such a dire state. 

 

Afonydd Cymru is the umbrella group for the six Rivers Trusts – the ‘wildlife trusts’ for rivers. We raise 

funding for river restoration and maintenance, employing full time staff to do this as well as giving 

indirect employment to many others linked with tourism and environmental management. Natural 

Resources Wales has classified our beautiful salmon rivers as “At Risk” and will shortly declare the 

same is true of the famous Welsh sea trout fisheries. 

 

Beyond any reasonable doubt, the principal cause for this is agricultural pollution. We know that the 

farming lobby is very persuasive in its negative predictions should any new regulations be enforced. 

We are not surprised: their business model relies on being able to discharge unwanted slurry and 

other pollutants directly into the environment while expanding the industry to such unsustainable 

levels that they are barely profitable and thereby feel entitled to evade appropriate investment in 

crucial infrastructure. Shortly, losses amongst egg producers will start to match those in other sectors 

as the mushrooming of units brings prices crashing down……and yet more highly reactive phosphates 

from outdoor units enter unchecked into our watercourses. 

 

This has been aided by a planning system that is uniquely lax on agricultural control and apparently 

deaf to the needs of Climate Change and the Environment. Despite the Head of Planning requiring in-

combination effects to be considered in all decisions, refusals are extremely rare.   



 

Already today one of our staff members has filmed a farm emptying its slurry store via a 200m  pipe 

and pump  directly in a small 1m wide brook several hundreds of metres away. No fish died because 

this has happened so often there are none left to die a second, third or fourth time.  A full survey of 

the tributaries of this EU designated Special Area of Conservation (SAC) River has revealed this is a 

common practice throughout its entire length. 

 

Elsewhere, in another Welsh SAC river, the density of plastic silage wrap deliberately discharged is so 

great that it forms barriers through which ascending fish are unable to reach perhaps the small 

upstream area above the farm pollution zone where they might just survive.  This is on top of the 

nonstop slurry spreading from some of the adjacent Whitewater Megafarms  

 

Nor does Afonydd Cymru simply moan about the situation: we manage a team of farm advisors who 

produce plans to reduce diffuse pollution. Our DCWW sponsored project was accompanied with a 

grant pool to ensure there was action taken on these plans. One conclusion we have been able to 

reach is that for less than £3000 most diffuse pollution can be eliminated from dairy and beef farms 

with farmers often agreeing to pay half. A full report has been sent to WG officers. However, in no way 

could we sort the poor storage and spreading in wet conditions: this needs regulatory control and 

rigorous enforcement 

 

We don’t believe the full extent of the deliberate environmental damage is known to Welsh 

Government and the Unions do a very good job in concealing this. NRW are stretched to manage and 

monitor the problem and Environmental NGOs are small, under resourced and quite frankly 

despondent against the might and power of the Unions 

 

We therefore urge you to act as quickly as possible to bring in regulations and enforcement to end the 

annihilation of our inland watercourses and rural air quality. We can then begin to repair the 

wonderful Resource that is Wales’ beautiful Rivers, along with the necessary changes to redress 

Climate Change. It’s time the polluters started to pay. 

 

With best wishes 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Stephen Marsh- Smith  OBE    CEO Afonydd Cymru 

Fighting for Wales’ Rivers and Environment 



 

 
Examples of problems from agriculture 
 
 
 
Silage wrap being removed from a tributary 
in Carmarthenshire 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wet weather slurry disposal, 

Carmarthenshire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Algal Bloom at Monmouth on the Wye 

killing all plant life. An annual event since 

poultry units started in Radnorshire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soil loss from a Maize field Breckonshire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fish Kill, Ceredigion 

 

 


