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Dear Stephen,

Thank you for your letter of 14 February to the Secretary of State regarding fish passage
and the Water Framework Directive, in England and Wales. I am replying as the Minister
responsible for this policy area and apologise for the delay in doing so. Defra is currently
dealing  with  high  volumes  of  correspondence  due  to  COVID-19.  Thank  you  for  your
understanding during  this  challenging time.  As you are  no doubt  aware  fisheries  is  a
devolved matter, and so my response relates to England only.  

The Government remains concerned about the widespread decline in salmon stocks that
is currently seen not just in English rivers but throughout the North Atlantic. Factors such
as marine survival, predation, barriers to migration and agricultural pollution all play their
part. There is, however, a clear need to maximise the numbers of salmon surviving in the
short term and measures have been implemented to reduce exploitation, enabling more
salmon to spawn successfully. Defra and the Environment Agency continue to work on
delivering all components of the Salmon 5 Point Approach for restoring salmon stocks in
England, this includes addressing barriers to migration.

Whilst it is true that some time has passed since the consultation on fish passage in 2008,
I can however, assure you that the Department remains committed to addressing barriers
to fish passage.  The UK has obligations under  the EU Water  Framework Directive to
restore aquatic environments, which will  be transposed into UK law after EU Exit,  and
addressing barriers to fish migration can contribute to these obligations.  
 
As I am sure you are aware, the Department is currently focused on responding to the
challenges faced by the COVID-19 emergency and preparing for EU Exit. However, the
Department will set out its intentions on this matter after the transition period, when the UK
completes its departure from the European Union. 

I,  like  my  predecessors  within  the  current  administration,  remain  fully  committed  to
enabling fish passage for our freshwater and migratory fish stocks, and will  ensure the
Department addresses this as soon as is practicable. 

Thank you once again for taking the time to contact the Secretary of State about this
important issue.

Yours sincerely,

VICTORIA PRENTIS MP
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