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Re. Wales Land Management Forum Pollution Sub-group 
 
Dear Clare 

 

Thank you for having such a positive meeting with Wales Environment Link on 19th May to discuss 

engagement with our network, particularly at such a difficult time. Since this meeting, our members 

have decided they must write to you with our concerns about the remit and outcomes of the Wales 

Land Management Forum Pollution Sub-group (WLMF).  

 

WEL was invited to join the group at the end of 2018 and our representative, Dr Stephen Marsh-

Smith, has attended monthly meetings since then. We support the concepts of SMNR and share the 

hope that in Wales we can enjoy the benefits of sustainable land management and a healthy 

biodiversity / fisheries across our freshwater and terrestrial ecosystems.  However, we are becoming 

increasingly concerned that the Group is turning into a talking shop, has failed to grasp the 

seriousness of the situation, and is overly focused on voluntary measures and earned recognition 

when there is a clear and increasing need for more immediate and effective action in parts of Wales, 

and in relation to particular industries such as dairy and poultry.   

 

Ongoing pollution from unsustainable farming is resulting in clear breaches of both the Habitats and 

Water Framework Directives, with consequences for water quality, fisheries and biodiversity. The 

WLMF should be playing a key part in reversing this alarming and costly trend, however, despite 

publishing a report entitled Tackling Agricultural Pollution in April 2018 the Group has failed to make 

any further progress. The report’s recommendations were heavily biased in favour of voluntary 

measures and the group has since failed to follow up on implementation or delivery of many of these 

recommendations, failing to fully achieve the objectives set out within the terms of reference for the 

Group. 

 

 

 



If agricultural pollution is to be tackled, we need effective regulations and strong enforcement as 

part of the solution. The Group could play a significant role in recommending and developing an 

integrated approach to addressing this widespread and growing concern.  However, we feel that 

until the Group’s widens its focus this is unlikely to happen.  As such, we believe the group would 

benefit from the following: 

1. A rebalancing of its membership so that it’s a true reflection of the sectors, stakeholders 
and communities that are affected by agricultural pollution (to include representatives of 
eNGOs, tourism sector, local communities). 

2. A fresh look at the terms of reference of this group, to agree a new programme of activities 

aimed at providing clear evidence of the scale of the issue of agricultural pollution of air, soil 

and water, and robust recommendations to government – most urgently, recommendations 

to improve the draft regulations; 

3. A practical action plan to take forward the group’s recommendations, detailing who should 

be responsible for each action and how it could be resourced, to include 

a. plans to improve and expand the availability of independent advice to farmers; 

b. plans to improve NRW’s enforcement capacity and effectiveness; and 

c. plans to improve research and monitoring, including research into the amounts of 

slurry and manures that can safely be spread on the land and better monitoring of 

phosphate levels. 

Following last week’s reports of fish kills from slurry and the discharge of milk, and clear signs of algal 

blooms in our SAC rivers, it must be recognised that the lack of ambition of this group is fostering the 

status quo. Urgent change is needed. We look forward to your views, and the views of the Chair of 

the group, on how we can move forward together to make this group work effectively for our 

freshwater and terrestrial ecosystems. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Arfon Williams 

Chair of WEL’s Land Use Working Group 

Roger Thomas 

Chair of WEL 
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