
 
 
Lesley Griffiths AM 

Minister for Environment, Energy & Rural Affairs 

National Assembly for Wales 

Cardiff Bay 

CF99 1NA  

 
 

3 June 2020 
 
 
Re. Wales Land Management Forum Pollution Sub-group 
 
Dear Minister 
 
Thank you for meeting with Wales Environment Link on 21st April to discuss the impact of Covid-19 

on our sector and on our environment, particularly at such a difficult time.  

 

This letter is to inform you that WEL has written to Clare Pillman and Zoe Henderson at NRW, raising 

our concerns about the remit and outcomes of the Wales Land Management Forum Pollution Sub-

group (WLMF), which was established to make recommendations to Welsh Government regarding 

agricultural pollution. WEL was invited to join the group at the end of 2018 and our representative, 

Dr Stephen Marsh-Smith, has attended monthly meetings since then.  

 

WEL supports the concept of SMNR and shares the hope that in Wales we can enjoy the benefits of 

sustainable land management and a healthy biodiversity / fisheries across our freshwater and 

terrestrial ecosystems.  However, we are becoming increasingly concerned that the WLMF is turning 

into a talking shop. It has failed to grasp the seriousness of the situation regarding pollution from 

agriculture and is overly focused on voluntary measures and earned recognition, when there is a clear 

and increasing need for more immediate and effective action in parts of Wales, and in relation to 

particular industries such as dairy and poultry.   

 

Ongoing pollution from unsustainable farming is resulting in clear breaches of both the Habitats and 

Water Framework Directives, with consequences for water quality, fisheries and biodiversity. The 

WLMF should be playing a key part in reversing this alarming and costly trend, however, despite 

publishing a report entitled Tackling Agricultural Pollution in April 2018 the Group has failed to make 

any further progress. The report’s recommendations were heavily biased in favour of voluntary 

measures and the group has since failed to follow up on implementation or delivery of many of these 

recommendations, failing to fully achieve the objectives set out within the terms of reference for the 

Group. 

 

 



We understand from our members who conduct farm visits and from speakers at WLMF, that 

minimal investment in farm infrastructure has led to a farm business model that relies on loopholes 

within, and lack of enforcement of, existing legislation (SSAFO, CoGap, X-com) allowing many farmers 

to operate with a continued high risk of discharging slurry, manure and other waste, including 

plastics, into our watercourses. 

 

If the WLMF is to play a constructive role on addressing agriculture pollution we believe the group 

should be re-balanced in terms of the composition of its membership (which is currently dominated 

by farming representatives), and then should take a fresh look at its terms of reference in order to 

take on a more proactive role in providing recommendations for solutions, including the role of 

much-needed future regulations. We ask the Minister to take appropriate measures to ensure that 

this group becomes an effective forum to help address agricultural pollution issues, including point 

source and systemic. 

 

WEL welcomes the draft regulations and we are keen to provide input to improve these proposals 

so that they are as effective as possible. We feel that they could be improved by: 

 

 introducing strict rules about the total amount of slurry that can be produced in order to be 

spread on land designated as suitable, i.e. slopes of less than 12 degrees – the regulations will 

fail if this excess of nutrient over the available land for spreading is not tackled;  

 including soil management, to reduce sediment loading of rivers, ensure soil retention and 

protection of existing habitats and features, such as hedges; and 

 including measures to tackle air pollution from agricultural practices – particularly ammonia 

and N2O. 

Past policy has focused on production, with inevitable consequences for nature and the environment.  

There is an opportunity with the reform of farming policies to transition to sustainable farming and 

land management that works with nature and not against it. Key to this will be an appropriate, 

independent advisory service equipped with the knowledge and understanding of what it takes to 

secure SMNR.  

 

If agricultural pollution is to be tackled, we need the regulations to be effective and we need strong 

enforcement. We know that NRW wants to tackle these issues, but they need resourcing for 

monitoring and enforcement, and also support from the Welsh Government to ensure the Pollution 

Sub-group can be confident in making effective recommendations that go beyond voluntary 

measures.  

 

Following last week’s reports of fish kills from slurry and the discharge of milk, and clear signs of algal 

blooms in our SAC rivers, it must be recognised that the lack of ambition of this group is fostering the 

status quo. Urgent change is needed. We look forward to your views on how the Pollution Sub-group 

could provide more effective advice to the Welsh Government, and also whether there is an 



opportunity for WEL members to discuss the recommendations we have made in relation to the draft 

regulations with your officials. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

                                         

Arfon Williams       Roger Thomas 

Chair of WEL’s Land Use Working Group   Chair of WEL 
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