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Dear Chris Mills 23rd October 2020 

 
 
Thank you for your letter of 30 September, regarding recent pollution on the Afon Llynfi. 
 
I am extremely concerned about the impact of pollution on the quality of our waters and I am 
committed to tackling the causes. Clean water and a healthy environment are essential for 
life in Wales and tackling pollution from agriculture is a priority.  
 
The Welsh Government’s commitment to address pollution from agricultural practices 
necessarily implies changes to agricultural practices in every part of Wales; it will not be 
possible to protect our waterbodies otherwise.  
 
I published draft regulations on 8 April with measures to tackle the unacceptable level of 
pollution from agriculture in Wales. The proposed regulations represent a significant 
increase in the management of agricultural practices across Wales which reflect the 
seriousness of the present situation. The regulations are designed to support a managed 
transition, with phased implementation, proportionate enforcement and financial support for 
businesses to meet new regulatory requirements.  
 
In light of the current unprecedented circumstances, any decision on regulating must be 
made in the context of an understanding of how the farming sector might implement any 
such measures in the light of the challenges posed by Covid-19.  
 

I share your concern over the devastating impact of the recent major incident on the Afon 
Llynfi, a tributary of the River Wye, which is a Special Area of Conservation. I can assure 
you the incident is being thoroughly investigated. A dedicated team of Natural Resources 
Wales (NRW) environmental and regulatory officers is leading the investigation, supported 
by laboratory analysts, NRW solicitors, fisheries officers and biologists. My officials remain 
in contact with NRW policy and operational leads, and are being updated at key stages of 
the investigation. NRW will take appropriate enforcement action based on the outcome of 
their investigation. Any lessons learned will be shared to help prevent future incidents.  
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The latest information on recent prosecutions brought by NRW can be accessed at  
https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/news-and-events/news/?lang=en 
 

I have recently announced additional capital funding of £9.5 million for the specific purpose 

of improving water quality and reducing levels of pollution due to diffuse pollution and 

leaching from abandoned metal mines. Further information on how the funding will be used 

can be found on the Welsh Government’s website: https://gov.wales/nearly-ps10m-help-

improve-water-quality-wales.  

 

 
Yours Sincerely  
 

 
Lesley Griffiths AS/MS 
Gweinidog yr Amgylchedd, Ynni a Materion Gwledig 
Minister for Environment, Energy and Rural Affairs  
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